5/20/ 40 



Bear Blok, 



inclosed ami 



Japan's Oriental Policy, speech tad debate of lay Pittman on 2/10/36; 

World Af flare, speech by Pitta en on 3/11/40; Senate Joint Resolution 
123, ?6th Cong., 1st Session*; Neutrality and Peace, speech by Pittman 
end debate with Borah and others 10/2,10/5 and 10/6/39; Neutrality and 
Peade, an address by Pittman answering Lindbergh, 10/14/39; Public Hesolu* 
tion 2?, 75th Gong*, 1st sess,, public lesoltuion 54, 76th Gong*, 2d aess*, 
and a report, She Seartality Act lo 1939, submitted to the Senate by 
Pittman, on behalf of the Foreign Relations Committee; The Neutrality 
Aet and the Far lastern Crisis ( 8/23/37), ©at Foreign Policy { 2/20/39), 
and Peace Assured Through Senate Legislation { 10/30/39), addresses by 
Pittman on the National Radio Forum, sponsored by the Washington Star} 
the Johnson Act . 

> ■ that' pa mint is a rather tall order- for the time *g width I hid to get ' 
it.” I -don** know hew close t came, but .here he the beet I eould do. 

First biographical data. 

war Hitman is the senior Senator from Nevada. in the 193© census his stet© 
had a population of91,©58, Be. |# a Democrat sad his home is Toaopah, Nevada. 
Be was bora in Vicksburg, Biss*# on September 19, 1872, to William Buckner 
and Katherine Bey Pittman i hence his first name). His family split dating 
the Civil far, his father fighting with the Confederacy and his ancle with 
the North* • He was educated by rpivate tutors,*** at Southwestern Preaby- 
t Arlan University, at Clarks vil ie, Tenn. , end George Washington University, 
1* begea to practise law at the age of 2© in Seattle, lash. Seven years 




t 



later fee west to Alaska* where fee remained until late in 1901 { see feel©*). 
&# *»at to feie resent home in IMS . His first political venture *es 'in 
1912, when fee ran for an uneacpired 4-year term in tfee U.8*5saate» Be fees 
feeen tfee re since* Sis term expires this year# He seeSf e *a» secretary of 
tfee Democratic eaueaa for 4 years beginning in 1913, Be was tfee Seaosratle 
conference nominee for president pro tempore of tfee Senate taring tfee 
following goagreesesiitihss mm» tlmmgfe 70tfe„ ?end. He Is no* presifteat 
pro tempore of tfee Senate* At tfee Seaoeratle convention of 19S4 fee lasts 
secretary of tfee cental t tee ea tfee platform and resolutions. At tfee 1928 
contention fee *ae chairman of tfei# committee and nee selected to formally 
notify Alfred Smith of feie nomination. He became president pro tempore cf : 
tfee Senate at tfee time fee became chairmen of. tfee Committee on foreign 
ieiatioa s £ m feel®*) on March 9, 1933. He was appoint® - by fm as a 
delegate to tfee Monetary o&d Iconomic Conference held in London in June 
1933* 



Pittaea sold bis la* library to finance feie first renters 
into tfee into Klondike, on which fee was accompanied .by feie partner. 

Prom tfeie fee get two years supplies and tfee necessary equipment. Tfee 
Heroes died ©n this trip and they peeked their- own bundles .to open water,: - 
cut down trees to make a raft and on this shot the rapids afjrtfesnltapsmn*- ■ 
zlnxx of tfee river to Dawson, Be spent some of this four—yeer period in 
tfee lorthweet Territory and some in tfee Taken, is was one of tfeese wfee 
cleaned up Home and gave it its "eoasent" government. He ms mads prosecutor^ 
Thus fee became a good pistol shot and adept vi-tfe a rifle. He is still a 
skilled marksman and is a member of tfee sfeooting club which maintains a 
privets lodge on a private island in tie Chesapeake hser fears { I haven* t 
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of wxwiltt**# ait always selected* 1# was ranting aaaber of 
em * * Bto P®*®** Sis other eoaaittee assignment® aret 

t 



-'***— ««« .-HBiio tanas ana surveys, Territories and 

ilar Affialfa^esial) Conservation of Wildlife Resonreee, and ( Special) 

wr, of which he is chairman. The wildlife committee has great vaeatiomiai 
mtialitles. 

,b« Wotid War m, 1 he was & swaber of the Foreign Relations Cewlitee 
ala© of the Sml Affairs Committee. It was then that he aet ¥M 

% 

aeaietaat seey of the Bevy* They be ease good friends* -Hitmen toted 
oor entrance into the war* 

tfcer from ay conversation with yon mid Cameron* s brief note that yoa 
** mimes as a gre t enramelator of oar foreign policy and changes in i* 




Bo i s 
th«a e 
Trade 
3/89/4 

— — 1 -•***•***» -*.***» oiswwob 

mag to this is Me hawing sheeted dong and fetfad against Japanese 
aggreesion before the 1911 trad* treaty was abrogated, bat it wee not be canes 
of his shouting that the treaty wee eaneelled. Me prodietiene in the field 
of less* foreign affairs are distinctly on the am tear side. The dey before 
the Invasion of the Islands he told two m 
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dtflaife-tbera will be no tsMte •{«» Motherlands*. So said that an the 
***** of information he bad the next hot© would be la the Balkans. fho 
***** carps regards him as irresponsible rad asrewey on the Stiver y~of«»w t 
•* is on* of %© dullest speakers in a Senate la which ©rater® are ■ 
deceasing in number. When there Is real work to be done la hi® field, like 
fitting an important bill through, earns of tbs old meters are called ‘in 
to nonage it, men like limy Byrnes of South Caroline or Pat Harrison, of 
Mississippi, now back in the Hew 3 eal fold, Pittman is a gin fighter and 
has been noticed ® bit wobbly arondd the knees during some of the wore 
important debates, such as the Heutrality debate. Some of the Senate 
reporters swear that ho enunciated his famous 4-point program a year ago 
shortly after getting a case of gin from sa admirer. Some ®f the occasions 
©a which thx Pitman has sounded off here, aoeer ing to State Oepartmeat 
informant*, embarrassed the Stats Bepariaaemt, partteularly in the case of 




peeittea en an important issue, suoh as the war, it is not likely that he 
omit prevent the passage of any administration measure. If he were t© 
try any parliamentary tricks with the commit See he bueke up agt inch 
Senatro# Harris*, Seorge, Wagner, Connelly, Slber t Thomas, 7am Huy*, 
Murray, Pepper, Sreea, Barkley, Beymolde, Snffey, Sillette, Johnson of 
Calif., la msilette, Vasdeaberg and ethera. 
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I etoldn' i get to aoo him, but 1 asked mo secretary of the committee to 
fc*to Pittman writs you a brief note tall lag you wtottor or aot be 
thinks we *111 .got iota tba wait and bow *» oaa stay out, X did that because 
you eaid you wanted tbia Tuesday morning, Sou profeab ly wont get it* He 
no connection with the White Paper, m far as t can discover. 1 will 
write Cane m what Z bare bees able to discover about ttot tomorrow or tedneadqr 



Pe regally, if I nhder stand mat yen are looking for, you haven’ t a story. 

He eoulds* t stop tbs war resolution or anything remotely sennas bed with it, 
lust about nobbing can now, anyway, The bays are hepped up. Conversely, 
to eouldn* t be the. deciding factor in fatting sum a thing, through taxless 
it were very close* mi oh such things never are, to is an adatnl stars ties 
spokesmen in hie field, as is any shad naan of any committee under, my 
administration, unlses he is on the outs with the administration which seldom 
happens, though lb did with the southern reactionaries, who control many 
of the committees. If ^ understand what you were looking for, I’d recommend 
tost such an angle on the control and domination, of Senate end Bouse 
cesmi* teas by the Southerners would give you a. better story* They really 
have eome influence and have a real effect on legislative action, especially 
la times of stress. But the way things ere going now all the purges etc. 
are coming back into the fold on foreign relations and the way. For instance, 
toaster Oeerge of Georgia has cease out solidly behind FBI program and is 
trying to get him the tiff. 



To get back to Pittman, he is a rather eatable and personable fellow, but 
e lightweight when compared with some of t heathers to bts committee. 




I hope that fro® the enclosures you can get some of the quotes you might 
mat* The resoltuion he in introduced, enclosed, is really aimed at 
Japan* I haven* t had a chance to mad it or the other stuff, but A have 
a hunch that if it ever came out of hie own coamittee it might be 

very broadly interpreted. 

/ 

Share doe an’ t seems to be much chance that the neutrality act or the 

\ 

•lobnaoa Act will be amended through this committee. The tali: of 
rtvoking the Johnson Act coses from the Hons® side, when Andrew Hay, 
chairman of the Military Affairs Committee, first suggested it several weals 
*#• *»J eomes from the county north of Harlan, Letcher. County, Jty. 

Soso ether Southern Congressmen have also suggested this* 

t tried to get you several times tonight, without success. If you went to 
get m in the morning, you'd bet or do it about 10 o'clock your time, or 
® A ea going to the Dios committee tearing, da ich will begin with a 

continuation ©f ftethbome's testimony and will continue with Hi chelae 
Ejesenberg, Nee Dal last, she will testify to Soviet secret police in thin 
country » Frost then e I will probably go to -the doctor® because the 
infection * had a month or so ago is returning and I am sick again* If you 



nail me after t leave send me a wire and 1*11 ©all you as soon as 



I ' return. 



Hy the way, I an hoping to have a dec at story on the reports of the Koval 
Affairs Committees, which I* 11 mail in in a day or so* J am going to get 
the reports first* 



Harold 




